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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors;   
  Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of Certain  
  Officers 

 (b) Retirement of Named Executive Officer 

 On March 1, 2010, Ernest Cruse, Executive Vice President Store Operations, Houston 
Division of Stage Stores, Inc. (the “Company”) retired after forty-four years with the Company. 

 (e) Entry into Retirement Agreement with Named Executive Officer 

 On February 26, 2010, Mr. Cruse and the Company entered into a Retirement Agreement, 
which terminated Mr. Cruse’s Employment Agreement dated January 30, 2002.  The Retirement 
Agreement provides that (i) the Company will make specified payments to Mr. Cruse in the 
aggregate amount of approximately $566,900, and (ii) Mr. Cruse has the right to continue medical 
coverage (for himself and his spouse) until he reaches the age of 65 under the terms of the 
Company’s current group medical plan applicable to its retired senior executives.  The Company 
does not believe that the amount of the retirement payments to be paid Mr. Cruse and the cost of 
the benefits to be maintained on his behalf are material to the Company.  

Item 8.01 Other Events 
 
 On February 26, 2010, the Company issued a News Release announcing the retirement of 
Mr. Cruse effective March 1, 2010 and that Jon Gunnerson will assume the position of Senior 
Vice President Store Director, Houston Division of the Company.  A copy of the News Release 
is attached to this Form 8-K as Exhibit 99. 
 
Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits 

 (d) Exhibits 

99 News Release issued by Stage Stores, Inc. on February 26, 2010, 
announcing the retirement of Ernest Cruse effective March 1, 2010 and 
that Jon Gunnerson will assume the position of Senior Vice President 
Store Director, Houston Division of the Company.   
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